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TOURS AT A GLANCE 

14-Day Expeditions  
Antarctica 
Dates: 
2017:  Dec 17 & 27 
2018: Jan 6 & 16  
  Nov 25  
  Dec 5, 15 & 25 
2019:  Jan 4 & 24 
  Feb 3  
 

Prices:  
From US$13,760 to US$28,340 
 

 
 
 
24-Day Expeditions 
Antarctica, South Georgia  
& the Falklands Islands 
Dates: 
2017:  Nov 7 & 27 
2018: Jan 26  
  Feb 15  
  Nov 5 
2019:  Feb 13  
 

Prices:  
From US$23,790 to US$45,880 
 

 
 
19-Day Expeditions  
South Georgia & the 
Falklands Islands 
Dates: 
2017:  Oct 23 
2018: Mar 6  
  Oct 22  
2019:  Mar 6  
 

Prices:  
From US$15,930 to US$32,880 
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ANTARCTICA 

Antarctica is Earth's southernmost continent and is a photographer’s paradise with penguins blissfully 
indifferent to our presence among them, snow-capped peaks rising straight from the sea, and empires 
of ice in every imaginable shape and hue of blue! A desert, which contains the geographic South Pole 
and is nearly twice the size of Australia, Antarctica is almost entirely covered by the Antarctic ice 
sheet, averaging at least 1.6 km thick which was not the case 70 million years ago when Antarctica 
was basking in a temperate climate and was probably covered with dense forests. The Peninsula, 
whose icy landscapes are dominated by impressively rugged mountains, juts north like a tail towards 
South America, is a prominent geological feature of Antarctica. Antarctic krill, which congregate in 
large schools and are perhaps the most abundant species on Earth, is the keystone species of the 
ecosystem of the Southern Ocean. This massively important food organism is food for seals, birds, 
fish and the large baleen whales; a Blue Whale consumes 3 to 4 tons of krill per day. Penguins, 
whales and dolphins, including Antarctica’s apex predator the Orcas; seals, colossal squids, icefish, 
albatrosses and many other birds all make up Antarctica’s marine life. Seals are the most conspicuous 
marine mammal, while whales continue to make a comeback after a century of exploitation. The Snow 
Petrel and Adélie Penguin are two of only three birds that breeds exclusively in Antarctica; the third 
being the Emperor Penguin which is the only penguin that breeds here during the winter. 
 

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: LEOPARD SEAL BY MARIO HABERFELD AND ADÉLIE PENGUINS BY SIMON BELLINGHAM 
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SOUTH GEORGIA 

This exceptionally rugged island, whose rocks are derived from a series volcanic activity 110-140 
million years ago, is of enormous importance for wildlife. The islands central spine, the Allardyce 
Range dominates the landscape, while more than 50 percent is glaciated. Captain James Cook 
circumnavigated the island in 1775 and made the first landing. He claimed the territory for the 
Kingdom of Great Britain, and named it "the Isle of Georgia" in honour of King George III. The island 
then became a base for whaling beginning in the 20th century, until whaling ended in the 1960s. In 
April 1916, Ernest Shackleton's Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition became stranded on Elephant 
Island, some 1,300 km southwest of South Georgia. Shackleton and five companions set out in a 
small boat to summon help, and on 10 May, after an epic voyage, they landed at King Haakon Bay on 
South Georgia's south coast. This bay, with its untouched beaches, mountains, glaciers, and nesting 
wandering albatross offers one a great introduction to the wilds of South Georgia. At the height of 
breeding season, the northern tip of South Georgia is said to have more wildlife per square metre 
than any place else on Earth. Here, one is likely to spot thousands of King Penguins; colonies of 
Gray-headed, Black-browed and Wandering Albatross; colourfully crested Macaroni Penguins; the 
only endemic passerine, the South Georgia Pipit; and Fur and Elephant Seals. While exploring the 
spectacular coastline of South Georgia Island, there will be opportunities for walking, hiking, 
kayaking, and taking Zodiac excursions to the many bays around the island. 

 

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: KING PENGUIN COLONY ON SOUTH GEORGIA AND ELEPHANT SEALS BY SIMON BELLINGHAM 
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FALKLAND ISLANDS 

The Falkland Islands are continental crust fragments resulting from the break-up of Gondwana and 
the opening of the South Atlantic that began 130 million years ago. The two main islands, East and 
West Falkland, dominate the 776 smaller islands that constitute the archipelago that teems with the 
wonders of nature and wildlife. The islands are predominantly mountainous and hilly, with the major 
exception the depressed plains of Lafonia, a peninsula forming the southern part of East Falkland. 
Overall, the Falklands possess one of the richest avifaunas within the entire region. Each Falkland 
Island is distinctive in its beauty, and the archipelago boasts the largest albatross colony in the world, 
thousands of irresistible Gentoo, Rockhopper and Magellanic Penguins. The islands are also a 
stronghold for Ruddy-headed Goose, Striated Caracara, Blackish Cinclodes and Black-throated Finch, 
all of which are highly range restricted and very rare.  As always on the Southern Ocean islands, 
pinnipeds are the most obvious marine mammal. South American Sea Lion is relatively widely 
distributed in the archipelago as well as herds of Fur and Elephant Seals. The Falkland waters are also 
rich in cetaceans. At least 16 species of whales have been recorded including Pygmy Right, Blue and 
several species of the poorly known Beaked Whales. Several species of dolphin including Dusky, 
Peale’s, Bottlenose, Commerson’s and Southern Right Whale Dolphins are know from the archipelago, 
as well as Orcas especially around Sea Lion Island. Blue and Basking Sharks are also present around 
the islands as are Spectacled Porpoise. 

 

 

 
PHOTO CREDIT: HUMPBACK WHALE BY THAIS RACY AND ROCKHOPPER PENGUINS BY SIMON BELLINGHAM 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Penguins! Gentoo, Adelie and Chinstrap Penguins in the thousands; Rockhopper, 
Macaroni and Magellanic Penguins in the Falklands; and walk among 200,000 stately King 
Penguins in South Georgia. 

• Walk amongst these penguins on the beach or climb high onto an ice field for a 
panoramic vista of untouched peaks surrounding this idyllic scenery. 

• View magnificent mountains, towering icebergs, and ice formations that make up the 
dramatic Antarctic landscape. 

• Up close encounters with Seals, Dolphins and Whales. 
• Travel aboard one of the world’s ultimate expedition ships; the fully stabilized ice-class 

vessel is state-of-the-art and is able to safely navigate polar passages, while providing 
exceptional comfort. 

• A ship that features unmatched tools for exploration; 13 Zodiacs and 36 double 
kayaks allow one to land in remote locations and have up-close personal discoveries and a 
an even deeper connection to this wild world. 

• The ship is also equipped with a remote-controlled crow’s nest camera with real-time 
footage broadcast on video screens within each cabin; a video microscope to view 
Antarctica’s invisible facets, and a hydrophone to listen in on whales. 

• Undersea specialist aboard every voyage. This specialist, suited for polar waters, dives 
to capture video footage in vivid HD. Shown on plasma screens in the ship’s lounge, and 
accompanied by an engaging narrative, this video lets you explore the virtually unknown 
Antarctic undersea. 

• A professional photographer is on every departure aboard the ship. These tops pros 
are at your side and at your service providing advice, tips and slideshows. Access to 
photographers of this calibre will help you improve your skills and ensure you’ll go home 
with incredible photos.   

• Kayak in protected waters, paddling around icebergs as penguins swim nearby. 
• Cross Steeple Jason Island to view the world’s largest colony of Black-browed 

Albatross 
• Glide in a kayak or Zodiac amid curious Fur Seals in the Falklands and cruise aboard 

sturdy Zodiac landing craft in search of Leopard seals in Antarctica. 
• Trace the riveting story of Shackleton’s fateful expedition on South Georgia.  
• An unparalleled experience delivered by highly experienced ice masters & expedition 

leaders, who have many decades and hundreds of expedition’s worth of experience. 
• There’s no need to dress up ever; life aboard is casual all the way. 
• Chefs use sustainable catch fish, whenever possible and will happily accommodate 

special diet requests. 
• Greet the polar morning with a pre-breakfast stretching session led by your wellness 

specialist in the observation lounge.  
• Or sleep in and take advantage of the fitness centre with exercise bikes, treadmills, 

stretch bands and yoga mats at your convenience.  
• Flexibility is a hallmark of your explorations, and often the shipboard day-by-day 

itinerary will change so that you may take full advantage of rare wildlife sightings, 
watching whales feed off the bow or perfect conditions for a late day kayaking excursion. 
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INCLUDES 
 All accommodations aboard ships or in hotels per itinerary or similar 
 All meals and beverages aboard ship 
 Transfers to and from group flights 
 Air transportation where indicated as included 
 Shore excursions 
 Zodiac explorations 
 Sightseeing and entrance fees 
 Special access permits, park fees and port taxes 
 Use of snorkelling equipment and wet suits 
 Use of kayaks (where available) 
 Guest speakers and presentations offered 
 Cappuccinos, lattes & filtered water 
 Use of fitness centre and exercise equipment 
 Gratuities for ship crew 
 Taxes and service charges 
 Services of a ship physician  
 Services and expertise of expedition staff 

 
EXCLUDES 
 Air transportation (except where shown as included) 
 Additional hotel nights 
 Expedition extensions 
 Private transfers 
 Meals not indicated 
 Passport, visa and immigration fees (please be sure to check if visas are required) 
 Scuba diving (where available)  
 Spa treatments 
 Internet and telephone 
 Laundry 
 Travel Insurance 
 Excess baggage costs 
 Gift shop items and any other items of a personal nature 
 Changes to the itinerary 
 Any items not included in the inclusions above 

 

 
PAYMENT & TERMS 

Payment 
To reserve your place, a deposit of $3,000 is required at the time of reservation and final payment 
is due 130 days prior to departure.  

The tour price is always fixed in the currency quoted, and the actual cost in the other currencies 
will be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (payments can 
be made either in USD or ZAR). We use the exchange rate of the day with a 3% margin (the 
typical exchange rate applied by credit card companies), using this source: http://www.oanda.com 
– the currency quoted is plugged into the “Currency I Want” and the INTERBANK +/- is adjusted to 
3% automatically generating the rate of the day. Guests are given 7 days to process with wire, 
after which we may need to update the exchange rate. 
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CANCELLATION POLICY  
Number of Days Prior to Expedition Start  Per Person Cancellation Fee  
120 or more days       $3000 
119–90 days        25% of trip cost  
89–60 days        50% of trip cost  
59–0 days        No refund  
 
This cancellation policy applies to expeditions as well all other additional services. The effective 
date of a cancellation will be the date on which your cancellation notice is received. Note: Airline 
cancellation policies vary by carrier, as well as the type of fare used to issue your ticket. Any 
revisions you make within the cancellation penalty period, such as departure date or choice of 
voyage, are subject to cancellation fees.  

Please note 
 Upon confirmation of this tour, the cancellation policy for Bellingham Safaris will be effective 

immediately and the parties agree to be bound by the Terms and Conditions as stated in our 
booking form. In the event of the Booking Form not being signed, the placement of any booking/s, 
by any means including e-mail, shall be deemed to be confirmation that the Terms and Conditions 
have been read, understood, any queries have been addressed to the satisfaction of the 
parties and that the parties agree to be bound by thereto. 

 Scheduled tour prices are based on group numbers and should the need arise there may be a 
small group supplement. However if this does occur you have the right to cancel your tour 
without incurring any cancellation charges as long as you notify Bellingham Safaris within 7 days of 
the announcement. The announcement will be made prior to final invoicing. 

 Rates quoted are subject to change if there are any increases in park fees, fuel, sales tax or 
VAT, third-party services, currency fluctuations or any other circumstances beyond our control. We 
will use our best endeavours to bring such changes to your attention, but you are nevertheless 
bound thereby. 

 Prices are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs. Should an amendment in a 
routing or itinerary be necessary, we will adjust the price but such adjustment will be for your 
account. 

 If the number of nights or dates of travel or number of participants should change, this may 
have an effect on the cost. We will re-cost accordingly and you agree to be bound by such re-
costing. 

 Please be sure to carefully check your visa requirements before your intended date of travel, as 
Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary visa requirements not be 
fulfilled. Please remember that in some cases you may need to apply for a multiple entry visa. 
Please be sure to carefully check your passport requirements before your intended date of 
travel, as Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary number of blank 
pages and passport validity dates not be fulfilled. 

 Please consult your physician before you travel for advice on vaccinations and prophylaxis. 
 Bellingham Safaris strongly advises that you take out comprehensive travel insurance covering 

yourself for personal effects, cancellation and curtailment. Personal accident, medical and 
emergency travel expense insurance is mandatory on any of our tours. Some activities and 
services may have weight and/or height restrictions per guest. For the sake of your own 
comfort, please advise us at time of booking if you are particularly bulky or tall and we will do our 
best to accommodate you. Please note additional costs may apply. 

 Luggage restrictions are applicable including the use of hard suitcases. Details of luggage 
restrictions per region are available on our pre-departure documentation. Should your weight be 
above the limit set by an airline, a surcharge may be applicable, over and above the quoted tour 
price. Please peruse all flight information supplied by the airline concerned. 

 Some flights may involve stops before reaching the final destination. Please check your itinerary 
and all flight information supplied by the airline concerned. 
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 Although we will try to stick as closely to the itinerary as possible and include all the activities 
mentioned there may be changes due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances. Flights, 
times and routes are subject to change without notice. Please make sure that you are aware 
of the check-in times for flights and give yourself ample time in this regard. 

 Please advise us prior to booking should you have any health concerns. Also please notify us if 
your age is above 80 as you may require a doctor’s certificate. 

 There may be some age restrictions with certain activities, most notably canoe rides and 
walking. 

 All accommodations, activities and other services are subject to availability at the time of 
booking 
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